
STANDARD
Newsletter of the Association Midland Goldfish Keepers

the

GOLDFISH
Winter 2023

JANUARY 2025



Editor’s musings
Relapse
I  had a very unexpected and serious return of my
goldfishitus affliction. I thought I was properly
prepared on entering Maidenhead Aquatics I even
stayed in the wheelchair so that I couldn’t see into
the higher tanks. We were just leaving through
the door when my wife said ‘Oh what a lovely
fish, it’s such a lovely shape’.  so I brought it for
her (at least that’s my excuse). The caudal
peduncle was a little red but a couple of weeks in
quarantine sorted it out(salt bath).I imagine the
ranchu keepers will be shaking their heads at me
. Still back on the wagon now I suppose. . .

Plea for copy
Could someone PLEASE send some copy in,
my hand is getting very tired.

Filming show
I think it would be great if we could get
someone to film the show next year as I think
it would be a great addition to the website and
make a superb showcase for the society.

New Start
I think it will a great boost to the society to have

a fresh new team running everything so please
attempt help them  out where you can and
support them when you can’t, some new ideas
can only improve things moving forward and
fresh new ideas will be quite exciting.

Weather
I know it’s only  January but I’m already fed
up with winter and looking forward to sitting
beside the pond in the sushine watching fish
and dragonflies. So come on spring I’m
getting very impatient

New Year Resolutions 
Ever since I was a school boy I have been told to
only ever  keep and breed one variety of goldfish
because that is the only way to succeed as
keeping more than one will variety will water
down my efforts too much. Well this year I have
decided ‘sod it’ I have the time so I am going to
try and breed moors and metallic veils as well as
fantails. I am also determined to finally cross a
mock metallic veil with a broadtail moor to see if
it will give me a totally ‘black’ moor.( I hope this
will also ensure that the offspring will not turn
red as they mature and give me  a good high
dorsal on the fish, I will also try to breed the
moors that Pat Davies kindly gave me to try and
preserve the bloodline and cross one of them to
with one of the lovely Malaysan moors that I got
from Star (more about this later on). As for the
metallic veils I have some of Brian Young’s
metallic veils which originally came via Bill
Cookwhich I will try to cross with some from
Andy Barton.(Of course all of this hinges on me
actually having some spawnings this year).



How to build a Fish House
(Properly )

Alan Minns
Bespoke Fish
houses

I used to think that `Bob Jones had the
most impressive fish house that  have ever
seen have ever seen, well I have just
changed my mind, Alan’s fish house is just
stunning all the more so as he built it all
himself!



Winston Churchill was interested in fish and had an iron framed
aquarium in his Chartwell home in Kent, it remains on display
today. Soon after the Second World War and a visit to the USA
the Americans presented him with a Veiltail for his aquarium. he
had previously seen fish developed in Philadelphia possibly from
a line of Ryukin introduced by the Japanese to the West at the
World Fair in 1893. The modern characteristics of veiltails were
formed by breeders between the two world wars. Soon after, the
initial standard for the fish was created by agreement with the
many fish societies in the UK. The Gold Fish Society of Great
Britain (GSGB) was the main contributor. The main requirements
for the fish are now outlined in the modified, recently published,
Nationwide Goldfish Standards of the UK.
The main characteristics for UK veiltails are listed in the 
pointed lobes. It should be well divided and flow gracefully:
•     The body should be short and rounded with a smooth 
       outline, depth should be approximately 65% of the  body
length.
• The divided caudal should be well spread, held below the
horizontal with the trailing edge having no apparent fork or
pointed lobes. It should be well divided and flow gracefully:
•     The single dorsal should be carried high and erect;

•      All other fins should be paired and pointed;
•     Metallic fish may be selfcoloured or variegated;
•     Calico may be a combination of colours but should have a 
       blue background;
•     Fish should have a high intensity of colour evenly 
       distributed;
•    After the war many early breeders tried to obtain nacreous 
       veils with no scales, soft gill plates and button eyes, this 
       turned out to be problematic because they found many
pseudo matts in their broods. Instead they discovered Iris eyed
fish were better but that introduced fish with hard gill plates and
numbers of visible scales. It has been difficult in recent years to
breed veils having no visible scales. Just to avoid confusion, there
is no difference between fish called calico or nacreous. The
colour of nacreous fish can be seen through transparent scales
where as the colour of Metallics is on the undersurface of their
scales. Because colours on the nacreous are seen through scales
it produces a look similar to the cloth called calico, hence the
name.

To obtain fish that meet standard characteristics breeders quite

VEILTAILS — MY OBSERVATIONS 
By Brian Young



often have outcrossed with other varieties. One example is the
use of a moor in an attempt to introduce or to improve the overall
blue of a fish. There have been many other crosses nearly all of
which have probably introduced unwanted characteristics. There
are a multitude of genes in a goldfish some of those unwanted
may not appear in the first years of a line, but can appear
randomly at any time. It is likely the outcrosses have introduced
the fish we see today and many of these features do not meet the
standards to a larger or lesser extent. There are not many breeders
specialising in veils but all are trying to breed out these ‘Faults’. As
a good example, Keith Mullin has been very successful in obtaining
better distributed and a higher intensity blue in his fish using a
variety of techniques.

Figure 1 (left) shows the Nationwide’s Standard Schematic of a
veiltail. I have drawn in red what I have seen on the show bench
and in my own fish tanks during the last decade. The main
perceived changes in veiltails over the years are marked in red

Changes from the standard have been elongated bodies with pointed heads, reduction in the height of the dorsal, twisted pectorals
and higher caudals with “Vees” in the trailing edge. All of these changes, in my opinion, have mainly been introduced by out crossing.

There are very large number of genes in a fishes make up and many scientific studies have been conducted in an attempt to
understand them and their impact. Needless to say me, and a I am sure a large number of breeders and hobbyists, find the science of
gene tics too difficult to understand. I think most of us adopt a method of selection and sorting young fish for the characteristics we
would like. There is a large number of things looked for when culling and trying to get fish to meet the standard. Faults in broods vary
in the number which can be culled early, some are easier to see than others in these early stages. For example; metallics in a calico
brood, joined tails, single tails, and distorted bodies. As the fish develops it becomes easier to see poor fins, especially flat broad
caudals, vees in caudals, twisted pecks and single anal fins. Once colour appears more decisions have to be made. Finding fish with a
blue background with other colours nicely distributed and with the pattern about the same on both sides of a fish is hard. I always
have problems in selecting young fish which have similar patters for showing pairs and teams of four. It is also hard to select fish to
grow on for breeding. I have always looked for the best fish that nearly meet the standard, but sometimes I use a fish with only one or
two good points with which I am trying to improve my line. It is just possible that the gene influencing those points might be
introduced into some of the fish in the resultant brood. One thing I have learnt is not to breed siblings if at all possible, this could
lead ultimately to reversion of fish to their natural state. There usually is a loss of colour and this can be seen where red and blue is
lost with orange becoming prevalent.

Many blame water conditions and type of food for introducing problems, and it is true. I have killed fish by putting them into un-aged
water coming straight from the mains. The water company had increased chlorine and introduced other cleansing chemicals on the
day. Feeding a varied diet, a little but often, I find is best for a variety of reasons especially because it means less uneaten food and
the fish have more time to digest it leading to better growth. I think curled fins are genetic problem simply because I have had fish
with them which have been grown in the same tank from the same brood with those without the curls.
Fish do not fully develop for at least two years in which time my calicos have small black spots spread over their bodies, their colour
would fully develop and it is more intense if they have been in my pond during the summer where they get a lot of natural food and,
importantly, daylight. I have found it better to breed two year old fish rather than one year because the broods seem to be larger and
stronger.
There are not many breeders of metallic veiltails however there have been many good entries benched recently in our shows. I have
had similar problems with them when culling as I do with nacreous, the exception being colour in the early stages. The main
objectives are similar when it comes to bodies and fins although the finnage on my metallics have usually been better once I have
sorted them. Metallics take a much longer time to change colour through the normal cycle of black then colour. They spend most of
the year in my small pond which does not freeze over providing I keep the filter running with the water moving and covered during
January and February. I bring my breeders inside in February to condition them for early spawning. My hopes are to breed a strong red
self with colour extending to all fins with no white perimeters and no head growth lump, the latter usually appears more in the
second year on my metallics.
Goldfish keep me going now that I am getting on in years, I have learnt many lessons, had both success and failures. The hobby is
moving on with modern technology coming into play, inevitably changes will happen. However goldfish societies have been a boon to
me with the camaraderie, help with problems, exchange of information, provision of quality fish and friendly all of the remaining
societies is, I believe, lower than this. The pandemic had a large part to play in the reduction. Hopefully there will be an increase
when things stabilise in the future. Veiltails are my favourite goldfish, I just hope they will bring pleasure to many and that more

I have also seen recently a
number of veils where the
base of the dorsal is too
narrow. Perhaps it’s
because breeders have
been concentrating on
dorsal height which may
have the effect of
narrowing the base
Ed



Moors
Thanks to the kindest of Pat Davies I am now in a position to start trying to breed some moors,and right

Above some of the moors that I bought from Star.
they have good eyes and colour (this pic does not
really do the fish justice as the flash has bounced off
the scales whilst in natural daylight no gold scales are
visible, the tails are quite good the only thing I would
like to improve is the dorsal but as for an imported
fish they will be a brilliant start as they are easily the
best imported moors I have ever seen and I am
particulary pleased with the telescopic eyes as recent
UK fish have often hardly had anytelescopes (to be
honest I was often surprised that many were not
disqualified at shows for not passing the type test but
then not many judges are brave enough to go down
that route!).  I presume that poor eyes was a result of
having to keep crossing  moors back to veiltails to
improve and maintain the veiltail finnage.

Bottom right a couple of the moors that Pat gave me
and right at the bottom my sole mock metallic veil.

The grand plan is firstly to breed the moors from Pat
to continue the stain then to cross one of the
imported moors with one from Pat and finally to cross
my sole mock metallic veil with a moor from Pat
because  I want to get a moor with a  well held high
dorsal.( Iknow the present dorsals are fine  but I would
like a higher dorsal to complement the good tails. 

With a bit of luck I might manage at least some of it
but then we al lknow what happens to goldfish plans
dreamt up in the middle of winter . . .



I know I should really keep my nose out but
how about rescheduling this year’s
Nationwide show to coincide with the Bristol
show. I know Bristol will probably have to
cancel it due to a lack of able-bodied
members to help stage and run it. 

We could let them schedule it to suit and if
they want it early as usual maybe have

breeders team bred in 2024 instead of 2025.
2025 breeders teams could still be staged at
this year’s AMGK show.
This solution will help keep one open show
going and that will certainly help boost the
hobby and it would surely  be what
Nationwide is all about. Yes, I know I should
mind my own business. . .

Nationwide to the rescue?

Quarantine
tank


