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Editor’s musings
Benefits of the great outdoors
In March I put a couple of fans with very
poor colour  outside in a tank for the
summer and left them to their own devices
all summer long to see if their colour
improved from being a poor pink and light
orange to something more useful. I pulled
one out in the last week of September and
BINGO it looked like a totally different fish
with a good mixture of black ,blue and a
darker orange (not red but I’ll take a deep
orange). It just goes to show what a drop of
sunshine and a holiday outside can do to
the colour of a very average fish. I guess that
is why Tommy Sutton kept so many of his
fish in large shallow ponds in his back
garden and I should book myself a
fortnight in Lake Garda.

Kindness
I should like to put on record my sincere
thanks to Gary Malpas who very kindly
let me buy some of his magnificent
fantails and Pat Davies who gave me
eight brilliant little broadtail moors and
so that’s me busy for the winter growing
them on for next year!

Sexing
I am determined to breed fish next year so to
that end I have decided to sex every fish in
the fish house and keep them each sex in a
separate tank with a uv filter attached. I am
still struggling to believe that I had no
spawnings this year, still onwards and

upwards . . .

.Society Crisis
As the average age of members of all
societies gets progressively older there seems
to be less and less enthusiasm to help run
them or is it simply that with the internet
now offering nearly everything online
nobody wants to bother with actual human
interaction? 
Whatever the reason is it is a great shame
because so much is gained by just turning
up and sharing problems and solutions
with other members. Becoming an active
member of the goldfish community has a
great many benefits which should not be
under- estimated so please come along and
have a go!

AGM
PLEASE try to come along even if it’s just
to have a good moan because your opinion
really does matter it’s vital that every
member has a voice which is heard because
that is the only way that the socity is really
relevant to it’s members,

Internet
I’m very sorry if this Standard arives late it’s
because the Open Reach internet junction box
at the end of our road caught fire, having no
internet has been driving me mad quite apart
from costing me a fortune in coffee so that I
can use Starbucks wifi. . .



Here I am in my 83rd year with time on my hands,
especially now that my activities are limited. I
spend a lot of time recalling memories, many of
which are about my time in this hobby of ours.
Photos and notes help to remind me of lots of my
mistakes and a few successes. Having had
many joints replaced, and other surgery, I can no
longer play cricket, golf or go fell walking, all
part of my planned retirement and I now have very
uncertain sense ofbalance. However, I am still
using our fish keeping hobby to keep me going; it has
been a main interest for me over many years. Here I
am putting pen to paper, well not really because I am
using my PC. Hopefully you will find it interesting.

My first memories of goldfish include my fathers tank
of commons he kept in his greenhouse.
Their bright colour and the fact they lived in green
water most of the time, intrigued me. As a
young boy I tried, like many of us, to keep some
minnows caught from a local river; they did not
last too long. In about 1975 after 10 years of marriage
and having three children, the family wanted a pet,
but not a puppy, so we decided on a tank of goldfish. I
had seen a copy of The Aquarist with an advert for
fancy goldfish from H Tisbury and Son, so having
purchased an iron framed aquarium off I went to
Noak Hill to buy an uncoloured veiltail, a broad tail
moor, a redcap oranda and a chocolate oranda, not
that I knew what the varieties were at the time. I had
no idea how to keep them, but just changed the water
when it looked cloudy and fed them once, or at
most a twice a day with the same cheap food from a
local dealer. We left Kent together with the tank and
fish for Hampshire in 1978. The following year we put
a small pond in the garden where the mix of fish were
placed. I found eggs on some weed that spring.
Surprisingly they hatched in .a bowl which I tipped
back into the pond, goodness knows how they would
have turned out from such a flock spawning. We
moved again in 1982 but this time we left the fish in

the pond. They had grown too large for our new
house which had a small garden and no pond. Some
time later Isaw some nice fish for sale and could not
resist purchasing a couple together with a small glass
tank. I placed it in the lounge on an antique side table.
Within weeks the tank leaked and it was
removed to the green house, the table was ruined and
the fish were given to a friend. I thought this was the
end of my fish keeping. But on a visit to Hayling Island
I called into a fish show runby The Federation of
British Aquarist Societies (FBAS). There were beautiful
fish for sale by Tony Roberts, John Parker, Andy Green
and many others in the goldfish section. This
rekindled my interest and Igot details about joining
the GSGB.

I decided to divide my garage with a stud wall and to
install a separate electrical ring main, there
was already a water supply to use. I also used
studding for benching for tanks, leaving a small
area as a work surface. Commercial tanks were very
expensive so I searched for second hand ones.
Luckily a local shop had just modified his fish set up
and sold me six of his old tanks of various
shapes and sizes very cheaply. I decided on a closed
system using trickle garden watering pipes and valves
fed from a common filter tank of K1 filter medium.

Early set up in the garage.

Membership of the GSGB meant I could attend one
of their regular meetings held in a YMCA building in
London where I met the committee and several other
members. Answers were given to a number of
questions, including some of mine, like, should gravel
be used or not, weeds or not, type of lighting and
type of filtration. All were discussed in detail and the
‘experts’ were very forthcoming with their advice. The
advice given depended on whether one was to set up
display tanks or to seriously breed fish. When asked, I
said my ambitions were to breed fish, particularly
veiltails. There were a few gasps as many thought the

50 years 
in the hobby



veiltail was among the most difficult to
breed.

Ageing of the water in tanks was necessary as well as
getting it through the nitrogen cycle before
placing good fish in them. Six young common fry were
put into the aged water to accelerate the
nitrogen cycle. After two weeks the water tested okay,
so the commons were given to a friend for
his pond. I wanted some veiltails and was put in touch
with Derek Mills who was a specialist veiltail
breeder. Three of each of his fish went into a couple
of my tanks tank and were fine for about six
weeks until I noticed a change, their dorsals and
caudals started to show signs of redness and the
edges went very white. I purchased many different
remedies for all sorts of ailments, non seemed
to solve the problem. I was advised to use salt baths
as the problem was probably Fin Rot but
that didn’t work either. No matter what I did all of the
fish died.

Ray Rich kindly came to my rescue by giving me some
of his brilliant fantails to practise on so I
could get through an early learning period before
going on to veiltails. His help and advice
enabled me to have some good breeding results and I
was able to enter fish in the GSGB show. I
was amazed to get a placing as well as a prize for best
newcomer.

Ageing of the water in tanks was necessary as well as
getting it through the nitrogen cycle before placing
good fish in them. Six young common fry were put
into the aged water to accelerate the nitrogen cycle.
After two weeks the water tested okay, so the
commons were given to a friend for his pond. I
wanted some veiltails and was put in touch with
Derek Mills who was a specialist breeder. Three of
each of his fish went into a couple of my tanks tank
and were fine for about six weeks until I noticed a
change, their dorsals and caudals started to show
signs of redness and the edges went very white. I
purchased many different remedies for all sorts of
ailments, none seemed to solve the problem. 

I was advised to use salt baths as the problem was
probably Fin Rot but that didn’t work either. No
matter what I did all of the fish Having had this
success it was time to move back to veiltails. Francis
Van Der Merwe gave me an adult female veil and I got
some youngsters, including at least one male from



Tony Roberts. At the same time I was offered another
five used tanks so I decided to convert my six by six
feet greenhouse. I knew I would need to use a hose
pipe and syphon for filling and changing water, unlike
the garage where there was a drain system to use.

That spring I had a good spawning of veils I then was
able to enter a matched breeders four in the GSGB
show in the autumn where I won first prize. Success
followed for several years both with breeding and
showing. I won prizes at many of the AMGK shows as
well as those of BAS and GSGB. My most memorable

achievement with veils came in 2017 where my veil
was judged best of all veiltail entries.
During these years of success I was approached by the
GSGB to take up the position of secretary and to
undertake training to become qualified as a judge. I
accepted both with a little trepidation but there was
no need to worry. However the judge training was
hard and took two years. It included theory as well as
practical work involving experienced mentors who
were kind, helpful and in my case, understanding. It
culminated in a theoretical test as well as being asked
to demonstrate ability at a major show. I always found
judging to be a very rewarding task, it gives you the
opportunity to look at fish very closely, to chat to
the entrants about their fish and to improve one’s
knowledge. I miss it very much now I am unable to
drive the long distances to attend meetings and
shows.

After many years of labouring to empty and fill my
small tanks using a hose pipe and by syphoning out
mulm, Alan Minns designed a new set up for my
garage. He made five new tanks, two 5’ x 1.5’ x 1’ and
three 3.3’ x 2’ x 10” , they fitted perfectly. Also each
tank had its own drain and water supply. The water
drags out any mulm because each tank slopes towards
the drain. The garage has only one side window so LED
lights are used, these save power over strip or
tungsten.

My last years at work were in a research environment
so I always enjoyed experimenting. David Poole of Fish
Sciences asked me to help him to see how well his
new food would perform. I set up a simple  trial
comparing his new food, the first to be based on
insect larvae, against others on the market based
mainly on fish meal. The main result was the
production of less mulm and algae with a slightly



better growth rate. Many other suppliers are now
using insect larvae.

When I visited several commercial outlets to see if I
could find any decent fish different to veils. I saw a
tank of young orandas with one looking particularly
promising. I purchased it to grow on together with
some from David Gay The objective was to get some
decent head growth, bodies and finnage. It took about
6 months and one of them was entered into an AMGK
show where it was placed among the winners. The
only thought I had was that I could not be sure of the
results if it was used to breed, the other fish in the
outlet had many faults which I did not want to
replicate.

The next experiment was with Bristol shubunkins.
Brian Bates was renowned for his Bristol shubunkins
and when he retired I was able to have some of his
young. The Bristol was my second favourite fish so I
wanted to see if I could succeed with them. It was
interesting to see them develop good colours and
especially good caudals. One was entered in the BAS
show the following year and very much to my surprise
got Best in Show. They bred easily and I had many half
inch young showing colour and growing quickly,
unhappily I lost most by leaving off a net barrier over
the drain while changing water. The other lesson was
that they take up a lot of room in the fish house so I
passed them all on to Bob Jones knowing he was a top
breeder and so hoped the line would continue.

Judging on body, finnage, deportment, condition and
of course  taste. . . (she likes the crunch of the eyes),





Memories
I found a box when  I tidied out the garage (in 
response to firm instructions from management) and I
found a box containing pics that were at least 40 years
old.

My first fishouse, basically a greenhouse built over
two rectangular concrete ponds. It was pretty useless,
far too hot in summer and the water went pea green
from too much sunlight the fish also got dreadful
scatches from the concrete sides of the ponds. 

So that was the last time I went anywhere near a
greenhouse, I just used a wooden summer house after
that which gve me much better control of the light
coming in and insulated the fish better from the
extremes of  the weather. I put two rows of tanks on
Dexion racks. Mind you it looks more than a little
wobbly now and in those days I could move out of the
way a lot faster!

Above my first spawning of fantails. Below are my best
fish from that year. I think the fantail is probably better
than the ones I breed now (how annoying is that). The
veil looks very old fashioned compared to the refined
fish of today.Mind you the bent pecs are replaced by a
bent dorsal. and lots of blue in expense of any red.
The moor would be improved by a square tail










