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Andy Beckett

Best AMGK Member Fish
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DISCLAIMER
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opinions and individuals’
comments expressed in this
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contained therein.
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Yet again we had a good lot of
members and potential members come
along for our annual Adult Fish Table
Show, that also included the Bluest Fish
and Prettiest Fish awards. The Adult fish
show was judged to Nationwide
Standards.

RESULTS OF ADULT FISH SHOW 06/05/18
1st

MICK SMITH

1st

ANDREW BARTON

1st

JACKIE PEDLEY

2ⁿd

MICK SMITH

2ⁿd

NO ENTRY

2ⁿd

HEATHER CARRIER

3rd

MICK SMITH

3rd

NO ENTRY

3rd

JACKIE PEDLEY

4th

MICK SMITH

4th

NO ENTRY

4th

NO ENTRY

1st

MICK SMITH

1st

ANDREW BARTON

1st

GRAHAME DRAPER

NO ENTRY

2ⁿd

NO ENTRY

NO ENTRY

3rd

NO ENTRY

4th

NO ENTRY

2ⁿd
3rd

MICK SMITH
MICK SMITH

2ⁿd
3rd

4th

MICK SMITH

4th

NO ENTRY

1st

ANDREW BARTON

1st

ANDREW BARTON

2ⁿd

MICK SMITH

2ⁿd

NO ENTRY

3rd

MICK SMITH

3rd

NO ENTRY

4th

NO ENTRY

4th

NO ENTRY

1st

HEATHER CARRIER

2ⁿd

HEATHER CARRIER

3rd

NO ENTRY

4th

NO ENTRY

1st

TONY ROBERTS

1st

ANDREW BARTON

1st

GARY MALPAS

2ⁿd

PAT DAVIES

2ⁿd

NO ENTRY

2ⁿd

GARY MALPAS

3rd

PAT DAVIES

3rd

NO ENTRY

3rd

GARY MALPAS

4th

PHIL RILEY

4th

NO ENTRY

4th

GARY MALPAS

AWARD
BEST IN SHOW
BLUEST FISH
PRETTIEST FISH

CLASS

NAME
ANDREW BARTON
JACKIE PEDLEY
HEATHER CARRIER

LIONHEAD
BUTTERFLY
DEMEKIN
2

Metallic Fantail
Mick Smith

Bristol Shubunkin
Tony Roberts

London Shubunkin
Mick Smith

Moor
Andrew Barton

Nacreous Veiltail
Andrew Barton

Tamasaba
Grahame Draper

Nacreous Fantail
Gary Malpas

Common Goldfish
Andrew Barton

Demekin
Heather Carrier
Butterfly
Jackie Pedley

Butterfly
Jackie Pedley

Tosakin
Andrew Barton
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The Changing
Landscape of
Goldfish Keeping

Our own
club AMGK
is also under pressure with the
membership getting older, which
seems to be the biggest single factor
within the hobby, however the
AMGK has been very well managed
for many years, giving the club the
standing that it has within the hobby
today.

This year has thrown up some serious
challenges, with under pressure clubs
taking the brunt of those challenges.
I was saddened to learn that the
North East Goldfish Society was not
going to stage a show this year. Their
show is a small, well run event with a
lot of high quality fish on show and in
my view well worth the nine hour
round trip, just to be there to enjoy
the day with my goldfish keeping
friends from the north east. I only
hope that the NEGS members can
turn things around and stage a show
next year, but only time will tell if this
can be achieved.

This can only be maintained by
making sure that the club evolves
with time and proactively
encourages new members to get
involved. It is important that our club
acts upon the wishes and ideas of
the membership and that as many
members as possible play an active
part in the clubs success going
forward.
This has been practically noticed by
the efforts that have been put into
the club by some of the newer
members, along with their
enthusiasm for some of the varieties
that we do not see very often at the
club.

The Goldfish Society of Great
Britain is also set to undergo some

major changes in the foreseeable
future, with many of those changes
set to be managed by Andy Green
who has kindly stepped in to see that
the Society survives and has a long
term future - the details of which will
be released by Andy Green at the
appropriate time,

The development towards the
standard for the Butterfly standard
has brought many of the newer
members together to learn about
their fish and goldfish keeping in
general.

I would like to take this opportunity to
wish Andy the best of luck with this
venture.

Well done and keep up the good work!
4

PRESIDENT

AMGK OPEN SHOW

30TH JUNE 2018

AWARD
PRESENTATIONS
WERE MADE BY

We also had the honour of the Fancy
Guppies UK joining us at the event,
staging one of their excellent stage
shows, which they put on at various
venues throughout the year. There
were some excellent exhibits once
again this year and we look forward to
them joining us again next year.

saw once again a very successful Open
Show at our regular venue in Coventry.
After weeks of organising by the usual
volunteers, a fair few of the membership
turned up on the day to ensure all the
tanks were set up and water filled ready
for the first arrivals of the long-distance
exhibitors at around 10.30 am. That was
a major effort in itself, as everything for
the AMGK Show has to be carried out
on the show day. We have never been
able to access the show hall the day
before the show as other societies have
managed to do for their respective
open shows.

ANDREW BARTON
President
&
PAT DAVIES
Chairman
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AMGK OPEN SHOW

30TH JUNE 2018

as promised in earlier meetings, the bacon and
sausage baps were ready for consumption and continued throughout the day until sold
out, cakes were the order of the day after that. This year Jackie
Pedley ‘volunteered’ to be the catering manager and by
working for days before the show managed to stage the best
ever judges’ lunch, (see photo). Phil, Grahame and myself
rotated duties in the kitchen selling the baps, teas and coffees
etc., and together with the washing up, managed to exhaust
ourselves by the end of the day. Needless to say, I didn’t get to
see all the show exhibits, but what did get seen were of our usual
high standard. High standard entries always make for a difficult
time for the judges, but they keep coming back to endure the
judging process year after year, so the food for the lunches must
be key?
We also have to thank June for the graphics for the Show Schedule and Programme
and for Linda and Gary for taking all the initial calls from prospective new members in
the months leading to the show (and the rest of the year). With these personal
introductions and the Society website we are going from strength to strength as a
society.
Thanks also have to go to Heather Carrier for her non-stop help from the moment she
arrived early morning to the close of doors at 6.00pm, as a runner for the auction,
running around with the raffle tickets, putting up and taking down the tanks and time in
the canteen, many thanks Heather, it was much appreciated.
Linda in the show hall as Show Secretary had to field all queries and decipher judges’
sheets to ensure all the award cards were correct for the right winners and put in the
right order for the presentations at the end of the day. Another essential task that is
always full on for the whole day, so that a good look round the show hall is practically
impossible. So well done Linda – a fantastic job on the day and thanks for the weeks
before hand taking entries and ensuring a smooth run on the day.

Sponsorship was gratefully received from Aquarian, Fish Science and Vitallis. The
samples sent from each of these leading companies proved very popular with
exhibitors, forming part of their prizes and even more popular with the fish, if mine are
anything to go by. All three companies provided sinking pellets, that goldfish in tanks
seem to relish. My own fish ate all three products without any hesitation (as is not
normally the case when introducing a new food into the feeding regime). I ask that all
members report back to me on their experiences with the foods given so that we can
assemble a coherent response to the suppliers on how the food was received by as
many breeders as possible, together with any relevant observations etc.,
6

Our thanks also go to Mick and Gary for running such an excellent surplus fish auction,
and although there were some bargains to be had, there were also some very good
top prices paid for most of the fish on sale. The cost to the hobbyist of producing such
high-quality fish year after year has greatly increased over more recent years with fish
food and power for heating young fry becoming more of a financial burden since the
turn of the last century. This year it was particularly noticeable that Bristol Shubunkins
were in great demand, and being a breeder of this goldfish variety myself, quite
justifiably so! We’ll see what next year’s high demand variety will be.
Once again, it was made clear to bidders that if they were out bid on the day, they
could always ask a committee member to point them in the right direction of a noted
breeder that might be able to supply fish of the quality they were seeking at a later
date, in order to satisfy their needs and keep the hobby of breeding top quality fish
alive. The auction was well attended with many new faces. Some were new members,
making their first appearance at a society event, with others joining on the day itself.
Details of all new members can be found elsewhere in this magazine, but to all of them
we give a warm welcome and hope to see them at our regular meetings over the
coming years. In addition to new members it was really good to see a return visit after
some time from Cecilia and Francis Chan and Dave Tidmarsh. Thanks for coming and
hope that you enjoyed the day.

many, many congratulations to Andy Beckett who won the three top
awards on the day and congratulations to all the class winners, those placed and all
other exhibitors who contributed so well to the big day. Also, not forgetting all the judges
for their efforts and skills, who had to spend a good chunk of the day stuck in near silence
separated from the rest of us. Meanwhile, all of us non judges spent a lot of the day
wallowing in bacon baps, enjoying the humour and camaraderie that is so symptomatic
of the AMGK Open Show and led to the show being the highlight of the summer fish
keeping calendar.
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CHAIRMAN

BEST IN SHOW

Best Owner Bred Exhibit
Best AMGK Members Fish
RANCHU

Bred by
Andy Beckett
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AMGK

OPEN SHOW
24TH JUNE 2017

Common Goldfish under 3”
TONY ROBERTS

Common Goldfish over 3”
ANDREW BARTON

Comet
MICHAEL MOSS

Bristol Shubunkin under 3”
PAT DAVIES

Bristol Shubunkin over 3”
PHIL RILEY

London Shubunkin under 3”
ANDREW BARTON

London Shubunkin over 3”
MICK SMITH

Metallic Fantail
Owner Bred 2017
ANDREW BARTON

Nacreous Fantail Owner Bred 2017
GARY MALPAS

Metallic Fantail
ANDREW BARTON

Nacreous Fantail
GARY MALPAS

9

Metallic/Nacreous Veiltail
Owner Bred 2017
PHIL RILEY
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AMGK

OPEN SHOW
24TH JUNE 2017

Nacreous Veiltail
NICK SWALES

Moor
Owner Bred 2017
TONY ROBERTS

Metallic/Nacreous Oranda
ANDREW BARTON
Moor
LIAM ROBERTS

Pearlscale
CRAIG CLINTON

Lionhead
ANDREW BARTON

Celestial
GRAHAM TURNER

Ranchu Owner Bred 2017
ANDY BECKETT

Bubble Eye
CRAIG CLINTON

Jikin
MARTYN CLARE

Tosakin
ANDREW BARTON
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Matched Pairs Single Tail
IAN MILDON
Matched Pairs Bristol Shubunkin
PAT DAVIES

Matched Pairs Twin Tail
IAN MILDON
Matched Pairs Twin Tail
Owner bred 2017
LIAM ROBERTS

Matched Pairs Single Tail
Owner bred 2017
PAT DAVIES

1st

IAN MILDON

2ⁿd

GRAHAME DRAPER

3rd

GRAHAME DRAPER

4th

DAVID ROBERTS

1st

JACKIE PEDLEY

2ⁿd

JACKIE PEDLEY

3rd

JACKIE PEDLEY

4th

MARTYN CLARE

AOV with Nationwide Standards
IAN MILDON

New Varieties Non Standard
JACKIE PEDLEY
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1st

TONY ROBERTS

1st

GARY MALPAS

1st

CRAIG CLINTON

2ⁿd

IAN MILDON

2ⁿd

GARY MALPAS

2ⁿd

CRAIG CLINTON

3rd

IAN MILDON

3rd

NICK SWALES

3rd

CRAIG CLINTON

4th

SHERRIDAN MOORES

4th

ANDREW BARTON

4th

NO ENTRY

1st

ANDREW BARTON

1st

PHIL RILEY

1st

ANDY BECKETT

2ⁿd

IAN MILDON

2ⁿd

CRAIG CLINTON

2ⁿd

ANDY BECKETT

3rd

IAN MILDON

3rd

CRAIG CLINTON

3rd

NICK SWALES

4th

NICK SWALES

4th

IAN MILDON

4th

NO ENTRY

1st

MICHAEL MOSS

1st

GRAHAM TURNER

2ⁿd

MICHAEL MOSS

2ⁿd

NO ENTRY

3rd

NO ENTRY

3rd

NO ENTRY

4th

NO ENTRY

4th

NO ENTRY

1st

PAT DAVIES

1st

NICK SWALES

2ⁿd

PAT DAVIES

2ⁿd

SHERRIDAN MOORES

3rd

PAT DAVIES

3rd

SHERRIDAN MOORES

4th

PHIL RILEY

4th

JACKIE PEDLEY

1st

PHIL RILEY

1st

ANDREW BARTON

2ⁿd

PHIL RILEY

2ⁿd

GRAHAM TURNER

3rd

TONY ROBERTS

3rd

CRAIG CLINTON

4th

TONY ROBERTS

4th

1st

ANDREW BARTON

2ⁿd
3rd

1st

ANDY BECKETT

2ⁿd

ANDY BECKETT

3rd

TOM BELL

4th

NICK SWALES

1st

MARTYN CLARE

2ⁿd

MARTYN CLARE

3rd

MARTYN CLARE

4th

IAN MILDON

1st

ANDREW BARTON

2ⁿd

NO ENTRY

3rd

NO ENTRY

CRAIG CLINTON

4th

NO ENTRY

1st

TONY ROBERTS

1st

PAT DAVIES

MICK SMITH

2ⁿd

LIAM ROBERTS

2ⁿd

NO ENTRY

GRAHAM TURNER

3rd

LIAM ROBERTS

3rd

NO ENTRY

4th

MICK SMITH

4th

TONY ROBERTS

4th

NO ENTRY

1st

MICK SMITH

1st

LIAM ROBERTS

1st

IAN MILDON

2ⁿd

MICK SMITH

2ⁿd

TONY ROBERTS

2ⁿd

MICK SMITH

3rd

IAN MILDON

3rd

TONY ROBERTS

3rd

NO ENTRY

4th

MICK SMITH

4th

LIAM ROBERTS

4th

NO ENTRY

Metallic Fantail OB 2017
1st

ANDREW BARTON

1st

ANDREW BARTON

1st

IAN MILDON

2ⁿd

NICK SWALES

2ⁿd

ANDREW BARTON

2ⁿd

MICK SMITH

3rd

NO ENTRY

3rd

CLIVE WATERHOUSE

3rd

TONY ROBERTS

4th

NO ENTRY

4th

SHERRIDAN MOORES

4th

TONY ROBERTS

1st

GARY MALPAS

1st

CRAIG CLINTON

2ⁿd

GARY MALPAS

2ⁿd

CRAIG CLINTON

3rd

GARY MALPAS

3rd

DEAN ROBERTS

4th

CRAIG CLINTON

4th

JACKIE PEDLEY

1st

PAT DAVIES

2ⁿd

IAN MILDON

3rd

TONY ROBERTS

4th

MICK SMITH

1st

ANDREW BARTON

1st

GRAHAM TURNER

1st

LIAM ROBERTS

2ⁿd

NICK SWALES

2ⁿd

GRAHAM TURNER

2ⁿd

TONY ROBERTS

3rd

MICK SMITH

3rd

DEAN ROBERTS

3rd

GRAHAM TURNER

4th

MICK SMITH

4th

IAN MILDON

4th

MICK SMITH
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AMGK OPEN SHOW
8

30TH JUNE 2018

AWARD
BEST IN SHOW
BEST OWNER BRED EXHIBIT
BEST BRISTOL SHUBUNKIN IN SHOW
BEST AMGK MEMBERS FISH
BEST COMMON GOLDFISH
BEST LONDON SHUBUNKIN
BEST FANTAIL EXHIBIT
BEST VEILTAIL IN SHOW
AMGK MEMBER WITH HIGHEST POINTS

CLASS NO./ TANK NO.
23/13
23/13
4/5
23/13
2/11
07/7
11/6
13/1
32 POINTS

NAME
ANDY BECKETT
ANDY BECKETT
PAT DAVIES
ANDY BECKETT
ANDREW BARTON
MICK SMITH
GARY MALPAS
GRAHAM TURNER
ANDREW BARTON

Possible changes and
additions to the
Society’s Procedures
and Policy

Welcome to new
members

On a slightly different tack I have
been asked about the possibility
of starting a Facebook Page for
the Society and also questioning
the relevance and/or value of a
percentage club commission in
the auction. Your thoughts on
both subjects would be
appreciated and will be
discussed at the AGM at the end
of the year.

Patrick Bennett, from HURLEY, Atherstone
Josh Hearne-Wilkins, from Stratford-upon-Avon
Michael Moss, from PONTRENNAU, Cardiff
Paul and Gill Wilkinson, from PACKMOOR,
Stoke-on-Trent
Rebecca Wilson, from RIPLEY, Derbyshire

RE-JOINED

Andy Beckett, from ADDLESTONE, Surrey
Martin Killip, from DEAL, Kent
Dave Meaden, from TROWBRIDGE, Wiltshire
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Due to extensive building work at Andy’s
house over the last few months it was
decided to stage another Chairman’s
Open Day in Telford this year.
Unfortunately, there were no baby fish to
see this year as I’m still trying to rear and
select enough high-quality breeding stock
to re-start my breeding programme next
year. Losing so much mature stock a
couple of years ago to unusual water
conditions has been a major set-back.
Despite a ‘four cartridge’ filter system in the
fish house it would seem that no system is
fool proof, however, since our show there
have been no apparent problems. Of
course, I filter my water for drinking these

days to prevent skin slime on me after so
many troublesome days in the fish house;
Seems to work!!
The day was sunny, yet again, and plenty
warm enough to sit outside in the garden
talking fish, with lashings of home made
vanilla, caramel and chocolate ice cream
(courtesy of Jackie) to complement the
deep filled apple pie, Sherry trifle and
cakes. A very pleasant afternoon was had
by all and a big thankyou from me for all
those members that took the time to
attend and make the effort of cleaning my
house and gardening before hand so
worthwhile!
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During my trip to Pat Davis’s home for his open day, I
was asked to take a short trip across Telford to the
home of Jackie Pedley to have a look at her goldfish
setup in her garden.
Jackie has a nice pond and greenhouse arrangement
dedicated mostly to Butterflies, which have now
formed the basis of her goldfish hobby.
Having decided to act as co-coordinator to help to try
to produce the Butterfly standard, it was a visit I did not
want to miss out on and I was not disappointed. There
was a lovely display of adult breeding stock in the
pond, of both calico and metallic types, and also
baby and young fish to be seen.
Jackie had obviously been very busy with her fish and
had more than one generation to show me and it was
interesting to see the various stages of development.
It was clear to see that the fish were showing
signs that good results could be achieved in
such a short time.
We talked about feeding, raising, sorting and
health requirements of her fish and it was clear
to see that she was doing well with them.
Photos have been taken of Jackie’s setup and
her fish and hopefully, going forward, we can
keep you all informed of the progress being
made.
PRESIDENT

15

Baby Fish Table
Show August
2018

Jackie Pedley, one member who has
designed her future simple breeding
programme, has kindly agreed to bring
examples of her young fish, together with
pictures of the parent stock, to join in a
discussion on the variety’s pros and cons
etc., so far. Andy Barton (our President and
one of our current Nationwide Delegates)
will be the discussion lead, as part of his roll
as variety sponsor for the Nationwide
Standards Committee. Please, if any of you
have bred, or own, butterflies please bring
adults and any youngsters to the meeting
to give as broad a picture on the variety as
possible. New standard rules are quite clear
that before consideration can be given by
the Committee there must be a proven
interest from a number of fish keepers, who
plan, breed, record and exhibit their fish
and findings over a number of seasons. This
is just the start of the process for a fish that is
proving an attractive candidate for
consideration.

Our next meeting, will be held at 1.00pm on
Sunday 19th August 2018 at our usual
regular meeting place - Binley Church Hall,
Brinklow Road, Binley, Coventry CV3 2DT.
This time we will be showing members’ fish
all bred this year as singles and teams in all
the Nationwide Standards varieties. In
addition, it is understood that a number of
members have bred the non-standard
Butterfly variety. There has been a call to
work towards making this variety a new
standard, should the agreed protocol for
new standards be met and agreed in the
next few years.

A Tale of Years Gone By………..
The 2011 Open Show, with 207 entries, continued the trend of consistently
achieving over the 200 mark.
This year we enjoyed an excellent display of Tosakin, with both adult and baby
fish creating a great deal of discussion and comment as to their merits.
Andrew Barton taking Best in Show and Best Owner Bred with his
Oranda.

NEXT AMGK MEETING - SUNDAY 19TH AUGUST
BABY FISH TABLE SHOW (BRED 2018)

ARTICLES FOR YOUR NEWSLETTER
Please send to: 8a Howard Road Stafford ST17 9EW or email amgkblog@gmail.com
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DIARY
DATES
FOR 2018

Dates for meetings at Binley Hall starting at 1.00pm
Sunday 19th August

Baby Fish Table Show (Bred 2018)

Sunday 21st October

AGM & Presentation of Awards

Other dates for 2018
Sunday 2nd September

BAS Open Show

Saturday 15th September

NGPS Open Show

Saturday 6th October

National Fancy Goldfish Open Show

Subscriptions
Please forward any outstanding subscriptions (£12.00); by post to:
Gary Malpas, Treasurer, 15 Rosgill Place, Eastfield Estate, Northampton, NN3 2RQ

ARTICLES FOR YOUR NEWSLETTER
Please send to: 8a Howard Road Stafford ST17 9EW or email amgkblog@gmail.com

President

Andrew Barton

01933 222642

Vice President

Phil Riley

01538 383550

Chairman

Pat Davies

01952 504280

Vice Chairman

Mick Smith

01785 251974

Secretary

Linda Malpas

01604 451515

Treasurer

Gary Malpas

01604 451515

Open Show Manager

Andrew Barton

01933 222642

Open Show Secretary

Linda Malpas

01604 451515

Table Show Manager

Phil Riley

01538 383550

Show Catering Manager

Jackie Pedley

07752 752241

Newsletter/Website Editor

June Pons

01785 251974
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